22                       HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

sometimes there are happenings in the lives of men
which defy human calculation, and such an event
was the failure of Ganga Ram to pass the Matricu-
lation of the Calcutta University. A fellow candi-
date at the same examination, who was also " plucked,**
relates the story.

His second attempt, through the Government
High School in Amritsar, was successful, and he
joined the Government College, Lahore in 1869.

Founded in 1865, the Government College was
only four years old and was still romantically housed
inside the city walls in the Havcli of Raja Dhyan
Singh, the Dogra Prime Minister of the vanished Sikh
kingdom, The massive building, with its carved doors
and historic associations, was princely in the eyes of
the young stundent fresh from the narrow lanes
of Amritsar. Even the narrow streets of the then
old city of Lahore were invested with an exciting

personality........they meant a new and wider life,

separate living for the first time, contact with greater
personalities and greater intellects than had guided
his early steps.

The Punjab of Ganga Ram's College days was
full of interest Names now woven into the warp
and woof of the academic history of the Punjab were
numbered in its staff. Colonel Holroyd and Dr.
Lcitner, whose reputations have reached legendary
proportions because of their early work in moulding
the educational frame-work of the Province, were
at that time actually in service. Colonel Hokoyd